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Hampstead Norreys Parish Council 
FULL COUNCIL MINUTES 

  

Minutes of the Full Council meeting held Online via Zoom on Thursday 26th November 2020 

commencing at 7:33pm.  

 

Members Present:   David Barlow, Chairman 
Fiona Bennett  
Caroline Herman            
Colin Layton  
Ros Maskell 
Harriet McCalmont 
Gwenan Paul 

 
Members Absent:  None 
 
Officers Present: Sarah Marshman, Clerk 
 
In Attendance:  Laura Farris, MP 
   1 member of the public 

Minutes 

 
20/21-083 To receive apologies for absence from Members of the Council 

No apologies for absence were received.  
 
20/21-084 To receive any declarations of pecuniary interests by members or the Clerk and to 

consider any requests for dispensation 
The Clerk declared a pecuniary interest in item 20/21-104.  

 
20/21-085 To receive:   

Questions or comments from members of the public  
Representations from any member who has declared a pecuniary interest 
No questions, comments or representations were made.  

 
20/21-086 To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 29th October 2020 

Resolved: Members agreed the minutes of the last meeting be accepted as a true 
record. The minutes will be signed at the first opportunity the Council has to meet 
face to face. 

 
20/21-087 Matters arising from the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 29th October 

2020 
The work on replacing the lights on the steps is taking place.  
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20/21-088 To receive a report from and allow a short time for Q&A with MP Laura Farris 
Laura Farris gave a short update on COVID-19 and that announcement of the tier system 
when the current lockdown is due to end, including discussion on the effects of COVID-19 
on the Royal Berkshire Hospital and local schools.  
The Council gave Laura a brief overview of the general issues they felt most affected the 
parish of Hampstead Norreys.  
 

20/21-089 To receive a report from District Councillor Carolyne Culver 
CC sent her apologies.  
 

20/21-090 Planning Applications 
a) To consider the following new applications: 

There were no new applications.  
 

b) To receive a report on West Berkshire Council’s recent planning decisions 
The following planning decisions have been reported by West Berkshire Council 
since the last meeting of Hampstead Norreys Parish Council.  

• 20/02280/HOUSE Riverside, Water Street, Hampstead Norreys, Thatcham RG18 
0RZ - Formation of habitable rooms in roofspace with front and rear rooflights – 
approved. 

 
20/21-091 To consider responding to the Regulation 14 Pre-Submission Consultation for the 

Compton Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Resolved: The Chairman will review, and the Council will discuss by email. Powers are 
delegated to the Clerk to submit a response on behalf of the Council based on these 
discussions.  
 

20/21-092 To consider making a donation towards the cost of tree works next to Dean Meadow 
Resolved: To make a donation of £200 towards the tree works.  

 
20/21-093 To consider increasing the allotment rent for 2021 

Resolved: Not to increase the allotment rent.  
 

20/21-094 To consider purchasing finance software 
Resolved: To purchase finance software from Scribe.  

 
20/21-095 To consider quotes for individual email accounts 

Resolved: To obtain individual email accounts for all Councillors through Vision ICT.  
 

20/21-096 To consider the use of Facebook and the website by the Council 
Resolved: To set up a Facebook page for Hampstead Norreys Parish Council.  

 
20/21-097 To review the draft budget for 2021/2022 

The draft budget was reviewed and various alterations were suggested. The Clerk will 
revise the draft budget for the Council to consider at the January meeting.  

 
20/21-098 To consider possible routes for obtaining further funding towards the installation of 

safety surfacing in the play area  
Resolved: To add the remaining funding required for this to the precept for 2021/22.  

 
20/21-099 To receive an update from the Transport Working Group 

It is not possible to deploy the speed indicator device (SID) in the parish at this time as 
training cannot be run due to COVID-19. Speed surveys will be carried out on all 
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entrances to the village. This has been completed on Water Street but will be delayed for 
the remaining routes due to COVID-19. Some households were noted to need hedges cut 
back. The Clerk was instructed to draft a letter to be put through doors of the relevant 
properties.  

 
20/21-100 Finance: 

 To receive the finance report and approve payments due 
 To review the budget summary to the end of September 2020  

It was noted that the Clerk had had to obtain the remembrance wreath directly from the 
Royal British Legion. Therefore, the Clerk will be reimbursed the £17 for the wreath, and 
the remainder of the budgeted donation, £33, was paid directly by BACS to the Royal 
British Legion.  
Resolved: To approve the payments listed on the Finance Report in Appendix 1 and to 
note the budget summary to the end of September 2020.  

 
20/21-101 Correspondence 

 There was no correspondence to note.   
 

20/21-102 Matters for future consideration and information  
Due to issues with the light bollards in the car park at the top of the steps being 
cemented in, the electrician will need to adjust the work. The Clerk will keep the Council 
updated on this.   

 
20/21-103 In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s 1(2), resolve 

that press and members of the public should be excluded from the following item by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed  
Resolved: To exclude the press and members of the public from the following item.  

 
20/21-104 To review staff salaries  

 Resolved: To review staff salaries in April.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9:44pm. 
 

 
 
Date and time of next scheduled meeting: 
Parish Council Meeting:    Thursday 28th January 2020 at 7:30pm  

 
 
 
 
Chairman:   ______________________________ Date: __________________________ 
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Attachment 1: Finance Report 

 
Status at last bank reconciliation 31st October 2020 

Unity Trust  £11,165.32 

HSBC Current £658.61 

HSBC Business Money Manager £21,687.14 

Total £33,511.07 

 
Income received 22nd October - 19th November 2020 

Good Exchange Grant £200.00 

Total £200.00 

 
Payments to be approved 

Payment 
Date 

Method Payee Payment Detail Amount 

26-Nov BACS Scofell Grounds maintenance Oct £334.87 

26-Nov BACS Clerk 
Reimburse purchase of wreath from 
Royal British Legion 

£17.00 

26-Nov BACS Staff Costs 
Includes staff salaries, PAYE and 
pension contributions Nov 

£309.40 

03-Dec DD ICO Registration fee 20/21 £35.00 

Total £696.27 

 
 


